GLAMCROUS WERE THE OLDEN DAYS | N THE GOVERNOR S PALACE

San Antoni o Express
Sunday, August 20, 1936

by Al bert Curties

A d docunents, precious heirloonms in silver and dianonds, a
gol d-vel vet-covered book tracing the genealogy of Governor
Antoni o Cordero y Bustanante, who ruled in San Antonio from 1806
to 1810, and letters fromthe former King of Spain, the Spanish
anbassador, Thomas J. Rusk, brigadier-general comuanding the
Texan forces after the Battle of San Jacinto, and Spanish-witten
excerpts from the San Fernando archives, all these throw a new
and interesting light on the Spanish Governor's Pal ace.

These docunents, heirlooms and letters are in the
possession of Mss Margaret Cassiano Snith and her brother,
Charles Cassiano Smith, of 2717 North St. Mry's Street, who
traces their lineage directly to the wife of Governor Cordero.
This aristocratic lady, Dona Maria Gertrudis Perez, often called
"La Brigaviella" (Ms. Brigadier General), after the death of the
governor, narried Jose Cassiano, a GCenoese of distinguished
I i neage. These are the great-grandparents of M ss Margaret
Cassiano Smith and her brother, Charles Cassiano Smth. The
weddi ng announcenent of Lady Gertrudis' second marriage, refers
to her as the wi dow of Governor Cordero, and reads in part as
follows: "viuda en prineras nupcias del Governador D. Antonio
Cordero y Bustanmante."(in English it says: Wdow from her first
marriage to Governor Don Antonio Cordero y Bustamante.) Thi s
i mportant docunent was found in the records of the archives by
the Most Rev. J. M Preciado, former rector of the San Fernando
Cat hedral, and now bi shop of Col on, Panana.

Anot her historical point concerning the Spanish Governors'

Pal ace is also cleared up by another docunent. Frequently San
Antoni ans have heard stories of "barrels of silver" in the
Pal ace. They have lifted questioning eyebrows and shrugged
doubting shoul ders. Nevertheless this statenent is actually
true. Governor Cordero left San Antonio in 1810 for Durango,
Mexi co, where he died and is buried. In 1826, his w dow, the
Dona Maria Gertrudis Perez Cordero married Jose Cassiano. One

child, Jose lgnacio Cassiano was the result of this union. A few
days before the fall of the Alanb, (Ms. Perez Cassiano passed on
in 1832) Cassiano and his son renoved to his ranch at Cal averas,
Texas, and later went to New Oleans, taking with himthe fanmly

silver, household goods and servants. He was guaranteed safe
passage by the Texans, whose cause Cassiano had so generously
favored, as wll be shown |later. Wiile in New Oleans, M.
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Cassiano sold the famly silver for $1,500. As he hinmself noted
in a court docunent of 1838, by which tinme he had returned to San
Antonio, this was the Pal ace silver. It had been bequeathed to
the son by the fornmer governor's wife (Casiano's later wife), and
in exchange for it, M. Cassiano deeded to this son two | eagues
of land in San Antonio. Part of that interesting court records
filed in Bexar while it was still part of the Texas Republic,
reads as follows: "In consideration of the value of a lot of
silver plate, which formerly belonged to ny deceased wife, Mria
CGertrudis Perez, and at her death descended legally to our son
I gnaci o Cassiano, and which | sold in New Oleans for the sum of
$1,500, etc, etc..." One can easily infer that the value of this
silver far surpassed the anount received for it, and can only
hope that it might have remained in the palace where it rightly
bel ongs.

The nost precious heirloom now in possession of Margaret
Smith and her brother, Charles Cassiano Snmith is the 22-year old
tome containing the geneal ogy of Governor Cordero. This is a
handsone book, w th cedar board covers over which has been sewn
bright crimson velvet, which through the years has faded to a
Roman gold color. All of the pages are of ivory-colored
parchnment, and a hand-witten with a quill pen, in a clear, large
and bold Spanish script, which has renmained remarkably Iegible
through the years. Each page is outlined in a double border of
red ink, and nany of the precious pages have illumination work
illustrations, recording the various coat of arnms of the Cordero
and related famlies. A separate two-page drawi ng shows the
famly tree: Each of the various groups are |inked together by
the green branches of a tree, which adds to the beauty of the
drawi ng. This book has silver clasps and was originally encased
in a silver portfolio.

Cordero, according to Mss Margaret Smth, means |anb, and
one of the coat-of-arns shows a silver lanmb on the shield, which
is beautified with fanciful curlicues in color and surnounted by
a helnet of steel topped off with curling plunmes. This coat- of-
arnms is beautifully colored in silver, green, gold and naroon.

The ancient tone is an invaluable addition to the Palace
credentials, and it is to be hoped that sone day it will find its
way to the Palace, there to be preserved like the fampus Book of
Kelis, under glass, to add its enjoynent to the thousands who
find in the Pal ace one of the greatest showpl aces in Texas.

Mss Margaret Smith also is the owner of four silver spoons
and four silver forks, which once graced the Pal ace roons. The
heavy solid silver heirloonms are genuine, and bear out the
initial C, which mght easily be interpreted as belonging to
either the Cordero or Cassiano fanmilies, but the full name of
Cordero, stanped on the back. This leaves no doubt as to their
authenticity.
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Charles Cassiano Smith also owns a Palace heirloom Thi s
is one of the dianond earrings once worn by the Lady Maria
Gertrudis Perez Cordero, when she ruled as first lady of San
Ant oni o. He has fashioned this precious heirloom into a ring,
which he wears at the present tinme. The other earring is owned
by his aunt, Ms. Pauline Habner Cassiano. The Smiths are also
in possession of the large topaz once owned by Governor Cordero.
This topaz is as large as a silver dollar, and is heart-shaped,
set in a frane of gold arrows. It is a famly tradition that
this topaz was worn by Governor Cordero in the hilt of his sword,
together with other precious jewels, and it is also a further
famly tradition that this beautiful topaz was captured fromthe
hilt of a Saracen's sword during the war with the Mors, many
centuries ago.

It is authentically reported that Ms. Cordero owned
priceless jewelry, such as neckl aces, earrings, br ooches,
bracelets, all set with precious stones. He cl othes, too, were
of the latest node of her day, inported from Spain. Even after
much of the silver plate which once graced the Pal ace was sold, a
docunment in 1842, recorded in the property of Jose Cassiano,
reveals in his possession, besides a vast array of property
hol di ngs, such itens as 4,000 silver dollars, one gold nedallion
one set earrings with dianond stones, one pin with dianonds, one
sentillo with dianonds, one rosary filled with gold, one chain
with 13 gold links, two pairs of pearl bracelets, one fine string
of pearls, two silver plates, 12 silver spoons, knives and forks,
22 silver coffee spoons, silver salt cellar and other costly
items. lgnacio Cassiano, the son of Cassiano and Gertrudis Perez
Cordero Cassiano, was also left large inheritance by his nother.
Thi s I gnaci o Cassiano is the grandfather of the Smths.

These itens relative to jewels and property reveal clearly
the richness and mmjesty of the Spanish Governor's Pal ace. In
fact, Governor Cordero instituted what night be called the gol den
age in San Antonio, of which an anmple record has been left by a
contenporary. Li eutenant Zebulon Pike, wote, ruled with such
social grace and courtly polish that San Antonio was the nost
attractive place he had net in all of New Spain. (Pike's Peak in
the state of Colorado is named after him)

As described by Lieutenant Pike, CGovernor Cordero was one
of the nost popular of the Spanish governors. He was generous,
di pl omatic, gallant, courteous and sincerely attached to the
service of his Spanish king. He spoke Latin and French, in
addition to the nusical syllables of Spain. He was a man of nuch
readi ng, and had added nmuch to the culture and charm of the San
Antoni o of his period. He was five feet 10 inches in height,
possessed a nilitary bearing, and was considered a strikingly
handsone man. He had a fair conplexion, blue eyes, and wore his
hair turned back for "he was every inch the soldier."
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At one of the dinner parties given in the Palace for
Li eutenant Pi ke, Governor Cordero toasted the President of the
United States, to which Lieutenant Pike, not to be outdone by the
suave gallantries of the day, raised his w ne-glass and toasted
H's Mjesty the King of Spain. At another dinner party, the
visiting guest-governor of De Leon, Mexico was toasted. This Don
Sinon de Herrera had once visited the United States, and had been
presented to George Washington, of whom he now spoke in termnms of
hi ghest veneration. Both governors, as Lieutenant Pike noted in
his diary, were remarkably well-informed of political conditions
in the United Sates. At that tine, Spain was very suspicious of
the United States, suspecting her of reaching out for the Spanish
dom nions, and that was why the borders were being so closely
wat ched, and why Governor Cordero, an experienced soldier, was
pl aced i n command, ready for any eventuality.

Stories of the brilliancy, beauty and nodernity of the Lady
Maria Certrudis Perez Cordero have cone down to the present day.
It is said that when Governor Cordero was absent on business, his
wi fe took his place, conducted affairs of state in grand style,
and reviewed the troops as expertly as Queen |sabela. dd-tinmers
tell of her sitting on the side saddle on a beautiful horse,
dressed in her green velvet riding habit with long train, and
gol d- brai d-decorated nilitary coat and plunmed hat, review ng the
troops, receiving the mlitary salutes and military honors.

This mlitary review was a picturesque sight on Mlitary
Plaza, in front of the Palace, for these royalists. Spani sh
troops were dressed in nmilitary uniforns of short blue coat, blue
vel vet small-clothes open at the knee, red capes and cuffs, and
br oad-bri med Spani sh hats decorated with ribbons and plunes, the

latter often bestowed on them by some fair seforita. These
dashing officers and soldiers added nuch to the gayety and charm
of the social life in the glanorous San Antonio of nore than 100
years ago

Madane Candelaria, who died sonme years ago and who is
credited with seeing the fall of the Al anp, and according to sone
stories, of having waited on Colonel Bowie, as he lay sick in the
Al ano, always told that she was brought when quite young, to "La
Brigaviella," neaning by that term "Ms. Brigadier-General," and
was accepted by her for the special post of nmaking chocol ate.
Madane Candel aria always referred to "La Brigaviella," as being
ki nd, |ovable, distinguished and beautiful. It was also said by
other old-tiners who personally knew Mss Snith's great-
grandnot her, that she was loved by all and being rich in her own
right she was very charitable to the poorer classes, and on one
sel ected day of the week, Saturdays, she regularly dispensed al s
and favors to them
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It is also reported that the Lady Maria Gertrudis Perez
Cordero was a grand hostess at the levees and grand balls
celebrated in the Palace, for the Palace was the heart of San
Antonio in the those days. Here the society of many nations were
feted, w ned and dined. Here governors, alcal des, inpresarios,
di pl omats and eccl esiastics net, shaped the destinies of the city
and state, and nmade history.

O her docunents in possession of the Snmiths reveal the
active and patriotic part taken at the tinme of the fall of the
Alamb by Don Jose Cassiano, the second husband of Dona Maria
Gertrudis Perez Cordero. One of these letter reads as follows:
"This is to certify that | have known Joseph Cassiano for four
years and he has always been friendly disposed towards the
Americans and in particular when many Anericans were sick in 1836
after the storming of Bexar, he, Cassiano gave them whatever he
had they wanted, and offered to Col onel Conmandant Travis in ny
presence anything or all he mght have that would be of service
to the Texi an cause," Sanuel WIIi ans.

Thomas J. Rusk also wote several letters, attesting Texian
friendship with Cassiano, favoring himw th protection, and free
i mportation of materials and goods into Texas.

Just before the fall of the A anb, when the town was
captured by the Texians late in 1835, all of the noted figures of
that day used the Spanish Governors Palace as headquarters.
Franci s Johnson, who was then in command of the troops stationed

in San Antonio was there. Captain Andrew Briscoe who was in
command of a conpany at the Battle of San Jacinto and the First
Chief Justice of Harris County, lived at the Palace for a tinmne.

F. M WIllianms (three-legged WIlie) and also Sam H ghsm th, both
noted and fampus border nen, who also participated in the battles
around San Antonio and San Jacinto, also occupied the Palace.
CGeneral Sam Houston, Mses Austin, Stephen Fuller Austin,
Bri gadi er- General Thormas J. Rusk, R W Finly, R A Irich,
Secretary of State; Sam WIllians, Smth and Jones were also
constant visitors to the Palace at one tinme or another. Lat er
Travis and the Alanp Inmortals visited here. At the tine of the
capture of San Antonio, the Palace was storned; at the tine it
was used as an annex to the mnmlitary barracks, |ocated at
approximtely the site of the present city Hall on Mlitary
Pl aza. The capture of the barracks helped to break the noral e of
the Mexicans, and led to the surrender of the town by GCeneral
Cos.

Tracing the ancestry of the present-day Snith fanmily in San
Antoni o, the genealogy records show that the only son of the
Perez-Cassiano marriage, that is, Jose lgnacio Cassiano, married
a Mrgarita Rodriguez, whose nmarriage was solemized in this
city. These were the grandparents of Margaret and Charles C.
Smith. In this fanmily, nine children were born, one of whom was
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Gertrude Perez Cassiano, who married Captain Charles Phillips
Sm t h. These | ast-nanmed were the parents of the Smiths' and to
this union seven children were born, of whom Mss Margaret and
Charles Cassiano Smith are the only two remaining at the present
tinme.

The marriage of Certrudis Perez Cassiano and Captain
Charles Philips Smith was a brilliant event in the San Antonio
cal endar of 1867. The groonmsnen were Lieutenants Denpsey,
Plumrer, Rafferty and Crosson, three of whom were 1865 West Poi nt
Acadeny graduate classmates of Captain Smth. The bridesnai ds
were Mss Mary Hewitt, who afterwards becane the wi fe of Mjor
Whittemore, Mss Mrgaret Castonal, who becane Ms. Charles
Marucheau, M ss Romana Rodriguez, who was related to the wife of
CGeneral Bullis, and Mss Margaret Perez Cassiano, the sister of
the bride. The hi gh noon banquet follow ng the noon wedding at
the St. Mary's Church, solemmized by Rev. Neraz, was a brilliant
soci al event. At night, the bridal party celebrated with a
splendid grand Dball at the Menger Hotel, which enjoyed
particularly a mlitary flavor, for many of the San Antonio
mlitary were present.

The San Antonio Express carried a report of this inportant
wedding, in its issue of Novenber 27th, 1867, as follows: "In
this city, on the norning of the 26th instant, at St. Mary's
Church, Lieutenant Charles P. Smth, U S A, to Certrude
Cassi ano, el dest daughter of Ignacio Cassiano, Esquire.

The happy couple left on the day of the marriage for the
hone of the Lieutenant in Pennsylvania. The Lieutenant has been
for a long time Adjutant of the 35th Infantry, and is known by

all who cane in contact with him as an urbane gentl enman. H s
beautiful bride is a native of our city, and comes from pure
Castillian stock, and one of the oldest and wealthiest famlies.

We wi sh them a happy journey."

At one time, this Lieutenant Charles P. Smith was in
command of the Arsenal in San Antonio. H s comm ssion as
Li eutenant, signed by order of the President (1865) carries the
signature of Andrew Johnson, while the appointnent to captaincy
was signed by U S Gant. Anpong the prized possessions of the
present Smith children is a large album which contains all the
phot ogr aphs of the graduating class of West Point , 1865, show ng
Captain Smith anong them with his fellow cadets, all dressed in
picturesque wuniforms wth triple rows of brass buttons and
ornamental braid. At the end of the book are contenporary (1865)
photos of West Point. Charles Cassiano Smith also highly prized

his father's Wst Point class ring. It is a heavy gold, set with
a large bl oodstone, and decorated on the sides with drawn bow and
arrows, with the words: "The country draws the bow." The bow is

supposed to represent the nation, while the arrows represent the
graduat e cadets.

Courtesy bexargeneal ogy. com page 6



d anorous Were The O den Days In The Governor's Pal ace

M ss Margaret Cassiano Snith also prizes an old-tinme famly
souvenir. This is a large pink-feathered fan set in pure ivory
sticks to which is attached a |long chain of gold, so that the fan
can be carried around the neck. The feathers are hand-painted
with birds and flowers. This fan was a wedding gift to Mss
Smith's grandnother, Ms. Margarita Rodriguez Cassiano, and was
given to the bride by her nother, Dofia Dol ores Seguin Ruiz.

This Dofla Dol ores Seguin Ruiz was a nenber of the well-
known Erasnpb and Juan Seguin fanmily, and it is a family tradition
that after the Fall of the Alanpb, the bones and ashes of the
Alanmb heroes were gathered by Juan Seguin and carried to the
Spani sh Governor's Pal ace for military honors and eul ogy.

In connection with the marriage of Charles Phillips Snmith
and his bride, it is curious to learn that they left on their
honeynoon in a six-mule anbul ance, furnished them by courtesy of
Gener al J. G C. Lee, of the United States Arny. The
honeynooners proceeded to Galveston, and from there to New
Oleans by water, and from there to Pennsylvania for a three
nmonths' visit to the family of the bridegroom This marri age
united two prominent families of the North and South. Returning
to San Antonio, the newl yweds made their honme of the site of the
former McAllister Building at College and Navarro Streets. This
was back of St. Mary's College, and adjoined the old Wtte hone.
Here Charles Cassiano Smith was born.

Charles Cassiano Smith was educated by private tutors and
also in St. Mary's College. He has traveled to many parts of the
United States and Canada. He was associated with his father,
Captain Charles Phillips Smth, (who in later life becane city
engineer in San Antonio) in the real estate, nortgage and | oan
busi ness.

After the death of his father in 1923, and after the death
of his youngest brother, Charles C  Smith continued the
establ i shed business firmof Charles C. Smth & Sons.

At one tine Charles C Snmith served in the capacity of
al derman. This was during the adm nistration of Bryan Call aghan,
in the years 1907 to 1911. He was made chairman of the sidewal ks
commttee, and was instrunental in getting enterprising property
owners to build 200 nmles of cenment walks, and 80 mles of
curbing at an approximte cost of $700.000. This was all
voluntary work, and marks his contribution to the city.

Margaret Cassiano Smith is a talented elocutionist, having
charmed many groups with her excellent recitals. At one of the
reuni ons of President Theodore Roosevelt and his Rough Riders,
Mss Margaret Snith recited an original poem by Henry Ryder
Taylor, the poet |aureate of the Southwest. So pleased was the
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President, Mss Snmith was nade an honorary nenber of the Rough
Ri ders, and |ater at a banquet at the Menger Hotel, was presented
with a nedal sent to her by President Roosevelt.

At present there are eight persons to whom the Pal ace of
t he Spani sh Governors have nore than ordinary historical neaning;
to themit possesses the substance of a famly honestead in which
their ancestors lived, loved, and died, furthering the glanour
and romance of San Antonio and Texas. These eight |iving persons
are Al bert Cassiano, Charles Cassiano Smith, Mrgaret Cassiano
Smith, Ms. Concepcion Linn Walsh, Mss Margarite Carillo, all of
San Antonio, and Manuel, diver and Robert Steele, residents in
Mexico CGity. These trace their lineal descent directly to
Governor Cordero's wife the Lady Gertrudis, and even further
back, through Gertrude Perez's to her father, Colonel Ignacio
Perez, who was born in San Antonio in 1756, the son of Jose Perez
and Paul a Granados, original Canary |Islander famlies. The Perez
famly also intermarried with other Canary I|slander famlies, the
Her nandez, Mbntes, Cortinas and de | a Cerdas.

Col onel Ignacio Perez, who bought the Spanish Governors
Pal ace in 1804, has a quaintly worded birth record, which says
that he was baptized Juan lgnacio Perez de la Trinidad, and the
records further continues that he was baptized in the parish
church, "en la iglesia parroquial de la villa de San Fernando
Real Presidio de San Antonio de Bejar, jurisdicion de Ia
Provincia de Texas y Nuevas Filipinas."

Margaret and Charles Cassiano Snith are also related
through their father's side to the original founders of the Penn
col ony in Pennsyl vani a.

The Smiths have donated to the Governor's Palace a |arge
st one bench beari ng t he Spani sh- Austri an coat - of - ar ns,
duplicating the royal crest as found above the keystone of the
Pal ace. This bench as well as five |arge stone flower jars which
the Smiths have al so donated to the Pal ace, were designed by Jose
Arpa, a noted Spanish artist once a resident in San Antonio.
These flower jars and stone bench gifts to the Palace in which
their forebears once lived, are in wine color and natural col or,
and all help to carry out that note of grandeur and el egance
whi ch nakes the Spanish Governors Palace one of the attractive
show pl aces of San Antoni o and Texas.
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