CONQUI STADORES TO ROUGH RI DERS
S.A.’S MLITARY ROOTS RUN DEEP

By Sig Christenson and David Anthony R chelieu
Express- News Staff Witers

San Antonio was a mlitary nmecca long before it nushrooned
froma dusty frontier town into the nation's eighth-largest city.

It was hone to soldiers of various stripes well before its
nost fanmous military mlestone, the Battle of the Alanp in 1836,
and was a base of operations for the arnies of at |east five
countri es.

On the cusp of the new mllennium past - as always in the
Alamb City - is also prol ogue.

Today, 71,000 civilian and service personnel at five bases
and two mlitary hospitals punp $4.6 billion a year into the
city, serving at once as a center of gravity for San Antonio's
cul ture and econony.

"That's a lot of noney, that's a lot of jobs," said |ocal
busi nessman and civic | eader Bob Boner, a former chairman of the
G eater San Antoni o Chanber of Conmmerce.

"You | ook at people active in the community in a variety of
causes and you're going to find lots of either active or forner
mlitary personnel, or their dependents," said Mayor Howard Peak,
a one-tinme soldier. "They just get involved."

A downsized mlitary makes the services' future here
uncertain, especially given the inpending closure of Kelly AFB
and the loss of nearly 10,000 skilled civilian aircraft workers
there in 2001.

But the rich tapestry that is San Antonio's history is
secure.

CONQUI STADORES AND THE ALAMO

The city's nilitary roots predate the Revolutionary War,
starting with Spanish conquistadores. In 1691, a mlitary and
religious entourage from Monclova | ed by new Texas Gov. Domi ngo
Teran de los R os and Franciscan nmissionary Father Danian
Massanet put San Antonio into the pages of witten history.

After the vast desert they crossed blossoned into |ush
hills, tall trees and cool fresh streans, Teran wote in his

Courtesy bexargeneal ogy. com page 1



Conqui st adores To Rough Riders, S.A'S Mlitary Roots Run Deep

diary on June 13 that it was "fine country - broad plains, the
nost beautiful in New Spain." Wthin three years, all settlers
from the 1691 expedition who hadn't died from the harsh
conditions or been killed by not-so-friendly natives had fl ed.

Fat her Antonio divares passed through the area in 1709 and
named San Pedro Creek then returned in 1718 and founded M ssion
San Antonio de Valero. From that point on, European settlers had
a continuous presence in San Antonio.

The city recognizes Mssion San Antonio's founding as its
birthday. But during that expedition, Martin de Al arcon, the new
governor of Coahuila y Texas, established the Presidio of San
Antoni o before Aivares founded M ssion San Antoni o.

The m ssion got its famous nicknane from the nilitary when
a flying conpany (nounted cavalry) of Spanish troops arrived in
1803 from San Juan y San Carlos de |las Parras del Al anp and noved
into the nostly vacant m ssion

They nicknamed their new post "EI Alanp" after their
honet own.

The presidio was on Mlitary Plaza, the site of city hall
and the Spanish Governor's Palace was actually the house of the
commandant of the presidio.

Then, in 1775, the viceroy decreed that the conmandant of
the presidio of San Antonio shall also performthe duties of the
civilian governor of Texas and that San Antonio shall be the
capital of Texas.

It remained the capital until 1821, when Spain recognized
Mexi co' s i ndependence

There were battles in San Antonio streets and at Main Pl aza
in 1835, setting the stage for 1836, when Santa Anna marched his
Arny of Mexico here and nade San Fernando Church a | ookout.

The ensuing 13-day siege at the Al anpb becane history.

After Texas becanme a state in 1845, the Arny |eased the
Alanob church for use as a quartermaster depot and carried out
extensive repairs to the roofless ruins.

It was between 1848 and 1850 during the Arny's long stay at
the Alano that the signature baroque parapet or roofline
appear ed.

The heroes of the Alanp wouldn't be the |ast faned sol diers

to make their mark in San Antonio. Lt. Col. Robert E. Lee was
stationed here with the Arny from 1856-61. He was | ocal comrander
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for a time, was a charter nenber of St. Mark's Episcopal Church
and dedi cat ed Sunday school teacher.

Lee was run out of town by secessionists when he swore
loyalty to his hone state, saying he goes as Virginia goes, which
at the tinme was still the Union.

Oher mlitary figures serving here included Gens. Douglas
MacArthur and his father, Arthur MacArthur, John J. "Black Jack"
Pershing, Jinmy Doolittle of the "Tokyo Raiders,"” Billy Mtchell,
Hap Arnold, C L. Chennault of "Flying Tigers" fame, Curtis R
LeMay and Dwi ght D. Ei senhower.

On Feb. 18, 1861, in cerenonies on Main Plaza, Mij. Gen.
David Twiggs quietly surrendered all U S. troops and materiel in
Texas to secessionist forces led by Maj. Ben MColloch. It was
one of the largest early Union setbacks.

The US. Arny's attachment to the Alanp resunmed when
federal troops returned to San Antonio after the Cvil War.

A formal proposal for a permanent Arny post was nade in
1870. But Secretary of War WW Bel knap illegally held up funding
until 1875, and resigned the next year when faced wth
i mpeachment proceedings that were linked to his refusal to fund
congressi onal appropriations for the post.

Before the century ended, the Spanish-Anerican War would
etch a new chapter in San Antonio's nmilitary history.

In 1898, Col. Leonard Wod and Lt. Theodore Roosevelt
arrived in San Antonio to train "Rough R ders" recruited from
across the country to fight in Cuba.

Teddy and the "swells" from Ivy League schools frequented
t he downtown Menger Hotel bar. Sone clained Roosevelt recruited
inebriated bar patrons |like a pirate captain Kkidnapping crew
nmenbers, but it never happened.

A few nonths later, after nore training in Florida, the
Rough Ri ders charged up San Juan H Il and into history, |aunching
Roosevelt on his way to the presidency.

FORT SAM S RI CH PAST
Fort Sam Houston opened in 1890 and was naned for Gen. Sam

Houston, who led troops at the Battle of San Jacinto that won
i ndependence for Texas.

Courtesy bexargeneal ogy. com page 3



Conqui st adores To Rough Riders, S.A'S Mlitary Roots Run Deep

Much of San Antonio's military history was witten at Fort
Sam

It was on Fort Samis MacArthur Field on March 2, 1910, that
Lt. Benjamin D. Foulois successfully flew Signal Corps Aeroplane
No. 1, a 1909 Wight Bros. Flyer biplane shipped here in parts by
train and assenbl ed by sol diers on the post.

Fort Sam has billed it the first flight of a mlitary
aircraft, a mlestone that marked the birth of what is now the
U S Ar Force.

Foul oi s suggested wheels replace the catapult skids for
snoot her takeoffs and | andings. Since he had been tossed around a
bit, Foulois fashioned a leather strap from a trunk to hold
hi nsel f securely in place on his next flight on Aeroplane No. 1.

The first airplane seat belt wasn't his only invention.
Foul oi s pioneered the use of radios in planes, and also played a
key role in the devel opnent of Kelly AFB

It was the poor performance of underpowered aircraft flown
by the Fort Sambased 1st Aero Squadron during Pershing' s
"Punitive Expedition' in 1916 to hunt down the revolutionary
Pancho Villa in Mexico that pronpted Congress to earmark the
t hen- unprecedented sumof $13 million for military aeronautics.

Odered to find a site for a new training field, Foulois
picked a 700-acre triangular tract next to the Mssouri-Pacific
railroad tracks on the southeast side, bounded by Leon Creek to
the west and south, and Frio Road to the north.

Wrk on the first concrete and steel hangars at the new
base started March 27, 1917, and flying began the next nonth at
Avi ation Canp, later renaned Kelly Field in honor of pilot Ceorge
Maurice Kelly.

Kelly perished on My 10, 1911, at Fort Sams parade
grounds, beconing the first American to die in a mlitary plane
crash.

The flying at Fort Sam created Kelly and three ot her bases:
Brooks, Lackland and Randolph. It also drew one of the city's
nost fanous aviators, Charles A Lindbergh, to South Texas.

San Antoni ans knew Li ndbergh because he flew his own plane
to San Antonio in 1924 to learn to fly "mlitary style.”

He was the top pilot in his Brooks Field class, but nearly
was killed nine days before graduation.
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Li ndbergh managed to bail out of his crippled craft and
reach the ground safely, thanks to a newfangl ed gadget called the
par achut e.

Ei senhower, the future president, arrived here in 1915, a
young lieutenant fresh out of Wst Point whose promse as a
football player known as the "Kansas cyclone" ended with an
injury in a gane against Tufts University.

Shortly after arriving at Fort Sam Ei senhower net and fell
in love with Manmi e Dowd of Denver and narried, living on post.

Ei senhower's interest in football |anded him land a job
coaching high school kids at Peacock Mlitary Acadeny. A | ocal
Catholic <college, St. Louis University - now St. Mry's
University - later asked Eisenhower to coach a squad that had
| ost every gane for five straight seasons by scores of as nmuch as
80-0.

Ei senhower accepted the challenge and St. Louis ended its
season 5-1-1. The priests were so delighted they threw a victory
di nner .

Kelly AFB has stood for decades as a synbol of San
Antonio's deep mlitary ties and a source of upward nobility for
H spanics in the Alano City.

It becane the town's biggest enployer - boasting a work
force of 25,000 mlitary and civilian enployees and a $721
mllion payroll in 1989 - and was recognized for its naintenance

of jet engines and nmassive C5 cargo jets. In 1995 Kelly was
ordered to close. The base now enploys fewer than 9,000 federal
civil service workers and will close in 2001.

The Geater Kelly Developnent Corp. has lured the Boeing
Co., anobng others, to the sprawing facility in hopes of
transform ng the base into an industrial park.

Brooks AFB, which hel ped develop the capsule that carried
the nonkey Sam into space on Dec. 4, 1959, is known today for
devel oping such conputerized training tools as "intelligent"
tutors.

It also was the site for President John F. Kennedy's | ast
official act.

One day before his assassination on Nov. 22, 1963, the
young president dedicated four buildings on the base. The chest-
hi gh wooden podium he used still stands in Hangar 9, the only
remai ning World War | structure of its kind.
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FUTURE OF "M LI TARY CI TY'

Today, as city leaders work with the Air Force to cut costs
at Brooks in hopes of saving the base, the 12th Flying Training
Wng at Randol ph is ranping up training of instructor pilots and
navi gat or s.

The man who oversees training there and el sewhere in the
Air Force hinself stands tall anobng the city's nany historic
figures.

Gen. Lloyd W "Fig" Newon, comander of the Air Education
and Training Conmand at Randolph, is the nation's seventh
African-Anmerican four-star general.

A Vietnam veteran, he also was a pilot with the Air Force's
Thunderbirds and is praised by test pilot and retired Gen. Chuck
Yeager as a pilot with the "right stuff."

But if the soft-spoken Newton shrugs off such praise, he
doesn't dismss the Alano City's long love affair wth the
military.

"I don't know if | would call it a crossroad, but it
certainly is a gathering place for many nmilitary | eaders,”" Newton
said of the city. "And | see no letting up in sight.

"I think this wll always be a place, both from the
mlitary person's standpoint as well as fromthe citizens of San
Antoni o, there will be this wonderful relationship as we continue

in the future,” he continued. "And the new mllennium wll, |
think, bring that nore to the forefront."
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